
NOTES ON P. OXY. XXXIX 

I. P. Oxy. 2878 

THE twenty-seven fragments under this number 'were assembled in the belief 
that they represented lyric verses in the Aeolic dialect and might contribute 
something to the text of Sappho or Alcaeus' (Lobel). The only feature that is 
'unequivocally Aeolic' is K voL in fr. 2. 9 (]riVKrlvoL [: the letter following ot is y, 
or possibly rr; the division K V oty [ is not considered, no doubt rightly). 

Is this indeed a text in the Aeolic dialect? There is very little other indication: 
fr. 4. 3 v]t,L-dwv [ or a]p,JLdv [; ]g.Eppa in fr. 4. 5 would seem decisive if the read- 
ing were quite certain. Not much more than a dozen other words or part-words 
can be identified: i. 3 ]rroAtv rav[, 2. 7 KcAoc, 2. Io av8pec probable, 4. 4 ayAa. [, 
5' I Xatp [ (cf. I I. 9 Xa [p- ?), 5. 2 rrataov, 5. 3 ]EXop [, I I. 7 (E)>EP [, I . 8 Eva8ov [, 
15. 2 ]Oopa[, 15- 3 ]xopO [, I5. 4 ]tktAa[, 19. 3 oLv [, 22. 2 oSvp[. There is no 
coincidence with the previously known remains of the Lesbians. Lobel notices 
two sequences of letters which recur in Alcaeus (fr. 3. 4 - Alc. 58. 21; fr. 6. I I 
= Alc. 38. 8), but the contexts prove that the coincidences are fortuitous. He 
observes also that the syllables cE, /o, and apU in fr. I2. I-4 recur in the same 
vertical relation in Alc. 8 . 6-8; but as the identification would have to assume 
a line missing in the one place or additional in the other, it is prudent to regard 
this coincidence also as fortuitous. 

Lobel notes the following apparently non-Lesbian features: (a) fr. I. I 
]KcatpEvy[, but we are free to divide lpa]Katp' evv[ (e.g. EVwv[ooc connected with 
cc] TroAv rTav [E in the next line). (b) fr. 5. 2 Trataov, where 7raaov is expected in 
Lesbian, if not the contracted form fraov (Sappho 44. 3)?. (c) fr. I I. 8 eCa$ov or 
eva8' ov[, from the Epic. My principal concern, however, is with fr. 27, which 
raises a more serious doubt whether this manuscript comes from Sappho or 
Alcaeus. 

Lobel gives the text of fr. 27 thus: 

I Ix[..av [ 
2 ]opEv7[ 

3 ]vito [ 

Now in 2 the letter rr, for which y. [ is given as an alternative, is followed not 
by the papyrus-edge, as the bracket would indicate, but by a blank surface 
three if not four letter-spaces long. In I, av was clearly the end of the line and 
in 3 it looks as though ot ends the line. The text should therefore read: 

I IXE [. . av [ 
2 ]pp. (.) [ 

3 ]vL8o [ 

And this creates a metrical problem. What followed pe in 2 was either rr or y. 



If the remains are interpreted as y, that was not the last letter of the line: the 
right-hand end of the cross-bar is thickened, evidently ligatured to the top of a 
vertical stroke, and that letter can only have been L, for there is no trace of 
writing to the right. Now ]opEr is not a tolerable end to a verse; ]9ppyt must be 

read, and that can only be ]gpE yL[yv- or ]9p 'yi[yv-. But there is no verse in 

Sappho or Alcaeus which ends u v -, with the solitary exceptions of Sappho 
96. 7 and presumably 95.9, where choriambic dimeters correspond to glyconics. 
The chances are heavily against another such anomaly, including synaphaea, 
appearing here. 

The problem would not arise if the letter preceding pc were a long vowel or 
a consonant. What is preserved is the right-hand arc of a circle, rather oddly 
shaped but very like the right-hand half of o in fr. I . 8 Eva8ov and fr. 15. 3 
Xopc; to the left of this is a stroke which looks nearly upright, as the left-hand 
side of o looks in frr. 2. 3, 2. 7, 4. 4. There is in fact no letter except o which 
could leave these remains; c is not possible. ]opEytyv- it must be, and the verse 
ends ' v -, a phenomenon absent from Alcaeus and attested only twice, in 
circumstances in which it is anomalous, in Sappho. 

2. P. Oxy. 2879 col. i. 1-5 

] E KvaveaC [r7TO]Avo{JLparov 

7TO]KLtAJUa VVKT [Oc] 

]o svc[1oyE&wv atlrvec VTCnptLoc 

'Yrrep]LoviSac . [ ]aCro) TE Kal OvTaTraLC 

5 crt]vOapvyECC [ 

Supplements by Lobel, who says that 'not much is missing in the upper part of 
col. i', and that 'the left-hand edge of the column is defined by the supplements 
of lines 2, 4 seq.'. I do not think that the edge can be so defined: in this more or 
less dactylo-epitritic metre v-rep'3toc cannot immediately precede 'Y7reptov6Sac, 
nor can ,roAvdoJLuLarov immediately precede TrolKtLAa. The loss must be more 
extensive. The least that could be missing is e.g. 

Ec,AE/E] TE Kvaveac [iTro]Av4oqLrov 

EtC ITOL]KLXpLa VVKT[OC'] 

E7TELTa 8o] o 8rvcLoyEcov alrtYvc V7TCp9foc 

cpO' 'TYrepl]ovt8ac [ ]acoW Tre Kat ovdtraTaLc 

cvv c'7TLvOapvyEcc [ 

It is surprisingly hard to fill the small gap in the fourth line. K [ap]aTdrc is, as 
Lobel says, 'very unattractive as a decipherment', and would be 'a very 
strange associate of crtvOapv'yEccL'. The traces immediately after -t8ac seem to 
me to be of two letters. The second, on the edge of the break, is a small loop on 
the line open to the right; the a of Kal in this line would leave a similar trace, 
and so would the first a ofv. 8 below; no other letter seems possible. To the left 
of this is 'a sinuous upright apparently forked at the top and descending below 
the line with foot curling to the left'. The fork excludes all letters except K, v, 
and X. The shape is so unlike the scribe's K and v that these must, I think, be 

quite ruled out: X, of which there are two other examples, is only a little less 
unattractive; it would be an abnormally tall and narrow specimen. Nor is 
there any imaginable supplement for Xa[.(.)]aTrcL. It may be added that Buck 

DENYS PAGE 200 



NOT'ES ON P. OXY. XXXIX 

and Petersen have no noun ending -a-ro (or -yr-wt, assuming . [. ]a-rw) which 
could be associated with CrnvOapv'yECcL. I find this problem insoluble. 

In the ninth line of this text, ]oALo-aAavEc E'KXEE'TE-Lt ,rEAayoc, the only available 
attested word, cK]oAtorTAavE'c, is, as Lobel says, unsuitable; presumably there- 
fore S]oAto-aAavEc. The form is not attested, but Nonnus has SoAo-7rAav-'c. 

3. P. Oxy. 2881 (b) 7,from a play 

The line ends EVKEpwCSEOVC. Lobel corrects this to EV"KKEpW &E'Ovc, commenting 
'how this is to be interpreted, I do not know'. 

There is a lacuna, with space for a letter or at least part of a letter, between 
SE and ovc, and on the edge of the break before ovc there are traces which look 

compatible with P; read EVKEPWCC S f,POfC. 

4. P. Oxy. 2883, apparentlyfrom the Messeniaka of Rhianus 

Fr. i. ii, supply oME' [LE']V OV3E KaU av'-o'c. 2. I seqq., ic [ElirCov a']EarravcE 

aIXdqr, Wovro S' Aao' VV . ] , V`IK-L yap cayaAAo'(LEVoL JTOGEECKOV j P7Ep 
KEK[LV)W~TIEC a'Va KVEXac dcvrtaac6at: Lobel suggests VV [K-r Oo~t], but you cannot 

say 'they agreed to go to bed at night because they wished to fight in the dark'; 
the ya'p-clause gives the reason for unwillingness to 'give way to night', and 
this unwillingness must have been expressed. EWoi'i-Vo VVK-fl must have been 

qualified by e.g. /itrl, pLo'yLc. 

5. P. Oxy. 289i, the beginning of Philaenis, 7TEpt dqpo&cl)w v 

Fr. I col. i TcL'E cvv4Ypa/E PLhAal2ic 'QKv1ldvovc CaAda J f -ro?c lovAo4tdvoLcc /sEI4O 
.. . . . ]. c itV /lov E15j5C[YECV K]atd C) apE'p16ywC KrA. In 4, the letter after 6' is 

either t or a damaged -q ; the letter preceding c may well be q but is certainly 
not o or a. The space between 6 and c in 4 is the same as that between 7 and the 
third o in 3, seven letters. The obvious supplement ?j [5ov]~c puts three letters in 
a gap equivalent to five. What noun of appropriate sense, beginning C- or 
and ending in the genitive -n c, has five letters between these components? 
I find nothing beginning C-, and beginning r- nothing but 7 [8oct`v]-qc, attested 
only in the form d3oct'va, in Hesychius. If the text was not corrupt, n'8ocv'v-q is 
the only available or imaginable word here; Philaenis was notable for the use 
of rare or invented words (Lucian, Pseudol. 24, quoted by Lobel). 
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